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School of Agriculture and Industrial Technology
Agriculture Education A.S. Degree (01051.AS)
General Agriculture A.S. Degree (01040.AS)
General Agriculture Certificate (01050.CN)
Agriculture Animal Science A.S.-T. Degree (01100.AST)
Animal Science A.S. Degree (01100.AS)
Animal Science Certificate (01100.CN)
Equine Science and Management A.S. Degree (01225.AS)
Equine Science and Management Certificate (01225.CN)
Agriculture Business A.S.-T. Degree (01000.AST)
Agriculture Business A.S. Degree (01000.AS)
Agriculture Business Certificate (01000.CN)
Environmental Horticulture A.S. Degree (01351.AS)
Environmental Horticulture Certificate (01350.CN)
Agriculture Plant Science A.S.-T. Degree (01160.AST)
Crop Science Advanced A.S. Degree (01151.AS)
Crop Science A.S. Degree (01150.AS)
Crop Science Certificate (01150.CN)

Pest Control Advisor Certificate (01052.CT)

Mechanized Agriculture Technology A.S. Degree (01450.AS)

Mechanized Agriculture Technology Certificate (01450.CT)
Diesel Equipment Technology A.S. Degree (01200.AS)
Diesel Equipment Technology Certificate (01200.CT)
Compact Power Equipment Certificate (01453.CN)
Nutrition and Dietetics A.S.-T. Degree (13160.AST)
Nutrition and Foods A.S. Degree (13161.AS)

Nutrition and Foods Certificate (13161.CT)

Dietetic Services Supervisor/Dietary Manager Certificate (13181.CN)

Culinary Management Certificate (13160.CT)
Automotive Master Technician A.S. Degree (09003.AS)
Automotive Master Technician Certificate (09008.CT)
Automotive Technology Level 1 Certificate (09010.CN)

Automotive Technology Level 2 Certificate (09002.CT)
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Electronics Technician A.S. Degree (09250.AS)
Basic Electronics Certificate (09250.CM)
Fundamentals of Commercial and Residential Electrical Certificate (09402.CE)
Industrial Electrical Technician A.S. Degree (09510.AS)
Industrial Electrical Technician Certificate (09510.CT)
Instrumentation and Process Control Technology A.S. Degree (09650.AS)
Instrumentation and Process Control Technology Certificate (09650.CT)
Commercial Refrigeration Technician A.S. Degree (09401.AS)
Commercial Refrigeration Technician Certificate (09401.CT)
HVAC Technician A.S. Degree (09400.AS)
HVAC Technician Certificate (09400.CN)
Industrial Maintenance Technology A.S. Degree (09550.AS)
Industrial Maintenance Technology Certificate (09550.CT)
Welding Technology A.A. Degree (09800.AA)
Welding Technology Certificate (09810.CN)
Introductory Pipe Welding Technology Certificate (09786.CE)
Pipe Welding Technology Certificate (09785.CM)
Essential Skills for Job Employment and Job Retention Certificate (49301.NC)
Professional Truck Driving Class A CDL Training Certificate (09475.NC)
Agriculture (AGRI)
Agriculture Animal Science (AGAS)
Agriculture Business (AGAB)
Agriculture Environmental Science (AGEH)
Agriculture Mechanized Agriculture (AGMA)
Agriculture Plant Science (AGPS)
Automotive Technology (AUTO)
Culinary (CULN)
Electricity -- Electronics (ELCT)
Industrial Technology (INDT)
Nutrition (NUTR)
Welding Technology (WELD)
Sewing, Noncredit (SEW)
Training, Noncredit (TRNG)
Truck Driver Training, Noncredit (TRK)
Workforce Training, Noncredit (WRK)
School of Allied Health and Public Safety
Administration of Justice A.S.-T. Degree (21075.AST)
Criminal Justice A.A. Degree (21150.AA)
Criminal Justice Certificate (21150.CT)

Diagnostic Medical Sonography Certificate (12800.CT)
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Diagnostic Radiologic Technology A.S. Degree (12700.AS)
Diagnostic Radiologic Technology Certificate (12700.CF)
Fire Technology A.S. Degree (21400.AS)

Fire Technology Certificate (21400.CT)

Nursing Assistant Certificate (12150.CO)

Nursing, Registered A.S. Degree (12500.AS)

Registered Nursing LVN to RN Option Certificate (12500.CT)
Nursing, Vocational A.A. Degree (12550.AA)

Nursing, Vocational Certificate (12550.CT)
Paramedicine: Pre-Professional A.S. Degree (12510.AS)
Paramedicine: Pre-Professional Certificate (12510.CT)
Emergency Medical Technician Certificate (12100.CE)
Medical Assistant Certificate (10100.NC)

Allied Health (ALLH)

Criminal Justice (CRIM)

Emergency Medical Care (EMER)

Fire Technology (FIRE)

Radiologic Technology, Diagnostic (RADT)

Registered Nursing (REGN)

Sonography, Diagnostic Medical (SONO)

Vocational Nursing (VOCN)

Medical, Noncredit (MED)

School of Arts and Social Sciences

Anthropology A.A.-T. Degree (22000.AAT)

ArtA.A. Degree (10110.AA)

Studio Arts A.A.-T. Degree (10550.AAT)

Digital Arts A.A. Degree (06100.AA)

Geography A.A.-T. Degree (22250.AAT)

History A.A.-T. Degree (22300.AAT)

Human Services A.A. Degree (21500.AA)

Human Services Certificate (21500.CT)

Music A.A.-T. Degree (10400.AAT)

Music A.A. Degree (10400.AA)

Photography A.A. Degree (10500.AA)

Photography Certificate (10500.CN)

Political Science A.A.-T. Degree (22070.AAT)
Psychology A.A.-T. Degree (20500.AAT)

Psychology A.A. Degree (20500.AA)

Social and Behavioral Sciences A.A. Degree (22600.AA)

Social Justice Studies, Ethnic Studies Degree (22010.AAT)
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Sociology A.A.-T. Degree (22650.AAT)
Theatre Arts A.A.-T. Degree (10600.AAT)
Theatre Arts A.A. Degree (10600.AA)
Anthropology (ANTH)
Archaeology (ARCH)
Art, Digital (ARTD)
Art, Fine (ART)
Ethnic Studies (ETHN)
Geography (GEOG)
History (HIST)
Human Services (HMSV)
Music, Applied (MUSA)
Music, Ensemble (MUSE)
Music, General (MUSG)
Music, Theory (MUST)
Photography (PHOT)
Political Science (POSC)
Psychology (PSYC)
Sociology (SOC)
Theatre Arts (THTR)
Arts, Noncredit (ARTS)
History, Noncredit (HST)
School of Athletics and Sport Sciences
Athletic Training Certificate (12402.CN)
Fitness Specialist Certificate (12401.CN)
Health Sciences A.A. Degree (12300.AA)
Kinesiology A.A.-T. Degree (12400.AAT)
Athletics (ATHL)
Health (HLTH)
Kinesiology (KINE)
Health, Noncredit (HLT)
School of Business and Economics
Accounting A.A. Degree (05000.AA)

Accounting Certificate (05000.CT)

Administrative Medical Office Professional A.A. Degree (05007.AA)
Administrative Medical Office Professional Certificate (05007.CN)
Administrative Office Professional A.A. Degree (05008.AA)
Administrative Office Professional Certificate (05008.CN)

Business Administration 2.0 A.S.-T. Degree (05101.AST)

General Business A.A. Degree (05150.AA)
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General Business Certificate (05150.CT)
Small Business Entrepreneurship A.S. Degree (05700.AS)
Small Business Entrepreneurship Certificate (05700.CT)
Economics A.A.-T. Degree (22200.AAT)
Management/Supervisory Training A.A. Degree (05450.AA)
Management/Supervisory Training Certificate (05450.CN)
Customer Service Academy Certificate (05200.CO)
Emerging Leaders Institute Certificate (05250.CO)
Marketing A.S. Degree (05460.AS)
Marketing Certificate (05460.CN)
Real Estate Salesperson License Certificate (05600.CE)
Social Media Certificate (05725.CE)
Virtual Office Professional Certificate (05800.CE)
CourtInterpreter Certificate (21078.NC)
Technical Office Occupations Certificate (07744.NC)
Accounting (ACTG)
Administrative Office Management (AOM)
Business (BUS)
Economics (ECON)
Management (MGMT)
Marketing (MKTG)
Real Estate (REAL)
Virtual Office (VIRT)
Business, Noncredit (BUSN)

Law, Noncredit (LAW)
School of Education
Early Childhood Education A.S.-T. Degree (13010.AST)
Child Development A.A. Degree (13010.AA)
Administration in Early Childhood Education (13012.CT)
Early Intervention Assistant Specialization (13016.CT)
Families In Crisis Specialization (13021.CT)
Infant/Toddler Care (13026.CT)
School-Age Care Specialization (13031.CT)
Elementary Teacher Education A.A.-T. Degree (49810.AAT)
CSU General Education (CSU-GE Breadth) Certificate (49100.CT)
Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) Certificate (49200.CT)
Basic Skills Certificate (49165.NC)
Child Development (CLDV)
Education (EDUC)

Tutorial (TUTR)
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Work Experience (WORK)
Education, Noncredit (EDU)

General Education, Noncredit (GED)

Guidance, Noncredit (GUI)

Skills for Daily Living, Noncredit (SKLS)

Social Living, Noncredit (SOCL)

Tutoring, Noncredit (TUT)
School of Humanities and Liberal Arts
Communication Studies A.A.-T. Degree (15601.AAT)
English A.A.-T. Degree (15200.AAT)
French A.A. Degree (11200.AA)
German A.A. Degree (11400.AA)
Philosophy A.A.-T. Degree (15400.AAT)
Spanish A.A.-T. Degree (11600.AAT)
Adult Literacy Certificate (49190.NC)
ESL Beginning Skills Program Certificate (49196.NC)
ESL Intermediate Skills Program Certificate (49198.NC)
ESL Advanced Skills Certificate (49195.NC)
ESL Workforce Training Certificate (49310.NC)
Reading and Writing College Preparatory Basic Skills Certificate (49199.NC)
American Sign Language (ASLG)
Communication Studies (COMM)
English (ENGL)
English as a Second Language (ESL)
French (FREN)
German (GERN)
Hmong (HMNG)
Honors (HNRS)
Humanities (HUM)
Japanese (JPNS)
Philosophy (PHIL)
Spanish (SPAN)
English, Noncredit (ENG)

Language, Noncredit (LANG)

School of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
Biology A.S.-T. Degree (04100.AST)
Biotechnology Pre-Professional A.S. Degree (04137.AS)
Biotechnology-Industry A.S. Degree (04135.AS)
Biotechnology Certificate (04130.CN)

Chemistry A.S.-T. Degree (19100.AST)
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UCTP: Chemistry A.S.-T. Degree (19050.AST)

Computer-Aided Design & 3D Modeling Certificate (09104.CM)
Computer Science A.S.-T. Degree (07200.AST)

Computer Programming Certificate (07204.CN)

Management Information Systems A.S. Degree (07300.AS)
Cloud Computing A.S. Degree (07203.AS)

Cloud Computing Certificate (07203.CT)

Computer and Networking Technology A.S. Degree (09040.AS)
Computer and Networking Technology Certificate (09040.CT)
Computer Systems Professional Certificate (07073.CM)
Computer Technology and Information Systems A.S. Degree (07201.AS)
Cybersecurity A.S. Degree (07202.AS)

Cybersecurity Certificate (07202.CT)

Networking Professional Certificate (07081.CM)

Security Professional Certificate (07020.CM)

System Administrator Certificate (07021.CM)

Drone Media Certificate (09171.CM)

Drone Technology Certificate (09170.CM)

Engineering A.S. Degree (09300.AS)

Engineering Technology A.S. Degree (09350.AS)

Geology A.S.-T. Degree (19400.AST)

Mathematics A.S.-T. Degree (17400.AST)

Physics A.S.-T. Degree (19700.AST)

UCTP: Physics A.S.-T. Degree (19701.AST)

Computer Technology Essentials Certificate (07020.NC)

Mathematics College Preparatory Basic Skills Certificate (49166.NC)

Mathematics College Preparatory Basic Skills 11 Certificate (49167.NC)

Astronomy (ASTR)

Biology (BIOL)

Chemistry (CHEM)

Computer-Aided Design & 3D Modeling (CADM)
Computer Science (CPSC)

Computer Technology and Information Systems (CTIS)
Drone Technology (DRON)

Engineering (ENGR)

Geology (GEOL)

Mathematics (MATH)

Physical Science (PHSC)

Physics (PHYS)

Water/Wastewater Technology (WWT)
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Computer Information Technology, Noncredit (ICT) 542
Mathematics, Noncredit (MAT)

College (COLL)

544
Guidance (GUID)
Learning Resources (LRNR)
Student Government (STGV)
Board of Trustees and Administration 549
Faculty 554-566
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Merced College

From the President

Welcome to Merced College where students are our focus! The Merced College Team is committed to helping you achieve your
educational and career goals.

Our committed faculty, classified professionals, and leadership work hard to ensure access and success for all students.

Since first opening our doors in 1962, thousands of students have pursued and achieved their academic and professional goals. With
approximately 15,000 students enrolled, we provide cutting edge and innovative programs to prepare society ready graduates with both
regional and global perspectives.

We put students first whether we are providing academic counseling, teaching in the classroom, maintaining our beautiful campus and
facilities, or assisting with student support programs and services. With more than 135 associate degrees and certificate programs
available, guaranteed transfer agreements with four-year institutions, and comprehensive career technical education programs, Merced
College is prepared to equip you for the career of your choice.

Merced College is accredited with the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges of the Western Association of Schools
and Colleges. A number of our specialized programs maintain their own professional accreditation as well.

At Merced College, we honor and pursue our mission, institutional philosophy, and core values and beliefs. We also pursue the goals of
our current strategic plan, striving always to improve our institutional effectiveness and our learning outcomes for students.

We are glad that you have discovered Merced College as a place where you can continue on your individual path to a better future
through education. Every member of the college community is here to support you in reaching your academic goals.

It is my sincere hope that you find a home at Merced College. Please let our dedicated team of professionals know how we can best meet
your needs. Ilook forward to seeing you when you are on campus.

Sincerely,
Chris Vitelli, Ed.D.
Superintendent/President

12/568
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Merced College

2023-2024 Academic Calendar

Summer 2023

Summer 4-Week 1st: June 5-29, 2023
Summer 4-Week 2nd: July 3-27, 2023
Summer 6-Week: June 12-July 20, 2023
Summer 8-Week: June 12-August 3, 2023

Summer 2023 Academic Schedule

DATE ACTION/EVENT
June 19, 2023 Holiday - Juneteenth (no classes; offices closed)
July 4,2023 Holiday - Independence Day (no classes; offices closed)
Fall 2023
Starts August 14, 2023 and ends December 15, 2023.
Fall 2023 Academic Schedule
DATE ACTION/EVENT

August 14,2023

Fall 2023 Semesters Instruction Begins

September 4, 2023

Holiday - Labor Day (no classes; offices closed)

September 5, 2023

Fall Census Date for 18 Week Classes

October 13,2023

Last day to petition for graduation/certification

November 10, 2023

Holiday - Veterans Day Observed (no classes; offices closed)

November 23-24, 2023

Holiday - Thanksgiving Recess

December 11-15, 2023

Final Exams

December 15,2023

End of Fall 2023 Semester

December 19, 2023

Grades Due

December 25-January 1, 2024

Winter Break (no classes; offices closed)

2023-2024 Catalog, July Addendum
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Merced College

2023-2024 Academic Calendar

Spring 2024

Spring 2024 Academic Schedule

Starts January 16, 2024 and ends May 24, 2024.

DATE

ACTION/EVENT

January 16, 2024

Spring 2024 Semesters Instruction Begins

February 5,2024

Spring Census Date for 18 Week Classes

February 16,2024

Holiday - Lincoln's Birthday (no classes; offices closed)

February 19, 2024

Holiday - Washington's Birthday (no classes; offices closed)

March 8, 2024

Spring FLEX Day (no classes; offices open)

March 15, 2024

Last day to petition for graduation/cert

ification

March 29, 2024

Holiday - Good Friday (no classes; offices closed)

April 1-5,2024

Spring Break (no classes; offices open)

May 20-24, 2024

Final Exams

May 24,2024 End of Spring 2024 Semester
May 27,2027 Holiday — Memorial Day (no classes; offices closed)
May 29, 2024 Grades Due

Board Approved Academic Calendars

2023-2024 Catalog, July Addendum

14/568


file:///pages/s7GcVhQn5fKXSwIDd0Cf
http://www.mccd.edu/getstarted/academic-calendar.html

Merced College
2023-2024 Academic Calendar

Summer 2023 Academic Schedule

Summer 4-Week 1st: June 5-29, 2023
Summer 4-Week 2nd: July 3-27, 2023
Summer 6-Week: June 12-July 20, 2023
Summer 8-Week: June 12-August 3, 2023

SUMMER 2023 DATES FOR FIRST 4-WEEK
CLASSES

JUNE 5-29, 2023

Summer and Fall 2023 Semester Registration Begins

April 17,2023

SUMMER 2023 1st 4-Week SEMESTER BEGINS June5, 2023
Census date for 1st 4-week session June, 7, 2023
Adds require Instructor’s Signature beginning first day of the term June5,2023

Refund Deadline for all classes

You must drop before 10% of the class meetings

Last Chance to Drop with No Entry on transcripts for 4-week Classes

You must drop the day before 20% of the class

meetings

Instructional Dean signature required

June 12,2023

Last Chance to Drop with a “W” for 4-week classes meeting MTWTh

June 22,2023

For classes with less weekly meetings, you must drop before 75% of the class meetings.

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline is the last day of course instruction.

End 1st 4-week Summer 2023 Session.

June 29, 2023

SUMMER 2023 DATES FOR SECOND 4-WEEK
CLASSES

JULY 3-27,2023

Summer and Fall 2023 Semester Registration Begins

April 17,2023

SUMMER 2023 2nd 4-Week SEMESTER BEGINS

July 3, 2023

Adds require Instructor’s Signature beginning first day of the term

July 3,2023

Census date for 2nd 4-week session

July 10, 2023

Refund Deadline for all classes

You must drop before 10% of the class meetings

Last Chance to Drop with No Entry on transcripts for 4-week Classes (MC Portal)

You must drop the day before 20% of the class

meetings

Instructional Dean signature required

July 10, 2023

Last Chance to Drop with a “W” for 4-week classes meeting MTWTh (MC Portal)

July 20,2023

For classes with less weekly meetings, you must drop before 75% of the class meetings.

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline is the last day of course instruction.

End 2nd 4-week Summer 2023 Session

July 27,2023

2023-2024 Catalog, July Addendum
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Merced College
2023-2024 Academic Calendar

SUMMER 2023 DATES FOR 6-WEEK CLASSES

JUNE 12-JULY 20, 2023

Summer and Fall 2023 Semester Registration Begins

April 17,2023

SUMMER 2023 6-Week SEMESTER BEGINS

June 12,2023

Adds require Instructor’s Signature beginning first day of the term

June 12,2023

Census date for 6-week session

June 19, 2023

Refund Deadline for all classes

You must drop before 10% of the class

meetings

Last Chance to Drop with No Entry on transcripts for 6-week Classes meeting MTWTh
(MC Portal)

June 15,2023

For classes with less weekly meetings, you must drop the day before 20% of the class meetings.

Instructional Dean signature required for 6-week Classes

June 20, 2023

Last Chance to Drop with a “W” for 6-week classes meeting MTWTh (MC Portal)

July 12,2023

For classes with less weekly meetings, you must drop before 75% of the class meetings.

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline is the last day of course instruction.

End 6-week Summer 2023 Session

July 20, 2023

SUMMER 2023 DATES FOR 8-WEEK CLASSES

JUNE 12-AUGUST 3, 2023

Summer and Fall 2023 Semester Registration Begins

April 17,2023

SUMMER 2023 8-Week SEMESTER BEGINS

June 12,2023

Adds require Instructor’s Signature beginning first day of the term

June 12,2023

Census date for 8-week session.

June 21, 2023

Refund Deadline for all classes

You must drop before 10% of the class

meetings

Last Chance to Drop with No Entry on transcripts for 8-week Classes meeting MTWTh
(MC Portal)

June 21, 2023

For classes with less weekly meetings, you must drop the day before 20% of the class

meetings.

Instructional Dean signature required for 8-week Classes

June 20, 2023

Last Chance to Drop with a “W” for 8-week classes meeting MTWTh (MC Portal)

July 24,2023

For classes with less weekly meetings, you must drop before 75% of the class

meetings.

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline is the last day of course instruction.

End 8-week Summer 2023 Session.

August 3, 2023

2023-2024 Catalog, July Addendum
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Merced College
2023-2024 Academic Calendar

Fall 2023 Academic Schedule

FALL 2023 DATES

Fall 2023 Semester registration begins April 17,2023

FALL 2023 SEMESTER BEGINS August 14,2023
Adds require instructor’s signature for 18-week classes August 14,2023
Refund deadline for 18-week classes August 27,2023

For classes less than 18 weeks, you must drop the day before 10% of the class meetings.

August 14 - October 13,
2023

Graduation and Certificate of Completion applications accepted

Last chance to drop with No Entry on transcripts for 18-week classes in person (Admission & Records Office
September 1, 2023
LESH 2nd Floor)

Last chance to drop with No Entry on transcripts for 18-week classes online (MC Portal) September 3, 2023

For classes less than 18 weeks, you must drop the day before 20% of the class meetings.

Instructional Dean signature required on adds if effective date is after 3rd week September 5, 2023

Fall 2023 Mid-Session begins / Adds require instructor signature October 16, 2023

Last chance to drop with a “W” for 18-week classes in person (Admission & Records Office LESH 2nd Floor) November 17, 2023

Last chance to drop with a “W” for 18-week classes online (MC Portal) November 19, 2023

For classes less than 18 weeks, you must drop the day before 75% of the class meetings.

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline for 18-week classes December 15, 2023

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline for short-term classes is the last day of course instruction.

Final Exams December 11-15, 2023
End of Fall 2023 Semester. December 15, 2023
17/568
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Merced College
2023-2024 Academic Calendar

Spring 2024 Academic Schedule

SPRING 2024 DATES

Spring 2024 Semester registration begins

October 9, 2023

SPRING 2024 SEMESTER BEGINS

January 16, 2024

Adds require instructor's signature for 18-week classes

January 16, 2024

Refund deadline for 18-week classes

January 29, 2024

For classes less than 18 weeks, you must drop the day before 10% of the class meetings.

Graduation and Certificate of Completion applications accepted

January 16 - March 15,
2024

Last chance to drop with No Entry on transcripts for 18-week classes in person (Admission & Records Office

LESH 2nd Floor)

February 2, 2024

Last chance to drop with No Entry on transcripts for 18-week classes online (MC Portal)

February 4, 2024

For classes less than 18 weeks, you must drop the day before 20% of the class meetings.

Instructional Dean signature required on adds if effective date is after 3rd week

February 5, 2024

Spring 2024 Mid-Session begins/Adds require Instructor signature

March 18, 2024

Scholarship Applications Accepted

March 1- 31,2024

Last chance to drop with a “W” for 18-week classes in person (Admission & Records Office LESH 2nd Floor)

April 26,2024

Last chance to drop with a “W” for 18-week classes online (MC Portal)

April 28,2024

For classes less than 18 weeks, you must drop the day before 75% of the class meetings.

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline for 18-week classes

May 24, 2024

Pass/No Pass Option Deadline for short-term classes is the last day of course instruction.

Final Exams

May 20-24, 2024

End of Spring 2024 Semester

May 24,2024

2023-2024 Catalog, July Addendum
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Merced College

History, Mission, Vision, and Value

History of Merced County

Prior to the discovery of gold in California, the San Joaquin Valley
was pristine. Wild clover grew taller than a horse’s head. Streams
teemed with salmon, bass, and trout. Grizzly bears and antelope
roamed far and wide. The early inhabitants of the valley, the
Northern Valley Yokuts, estimated to number around 30,000, roved
the entire valley floor. During an 1806 expedition, Ensign Gabriel
wrote of finding a welcoming river to quench the expedition’s thirst.
He named it El Rio de la Nuestra Sefiora de la Merced, The River of
Our Lady of Mercy, known simply today as the Merced River. The
valley landscape changed rapidly when gold prospectors overran the
area on their way to the gold fields.

When California achieved statehood in 1850, Mariposa County
covered much of the valley, extending to a mutual boundary with
San Diego and Los Angeles counties. In 1855, lowland farmers
decided they did not have much in common with the miners of theMerced College Administration Buildingin 1978

foothills and mountains and petitioned to have a section split off to

form a new county. When the petition was granted, Governor John Bigelow formed Merced County on April 19, 1855. According to the
1857 tax assessment rolls, the new county hosted a population of 277 with the first county seat located in Snelling. Once the railroad
came through the county, much of the business and the county seat moved to the new town of Merced, which was incorporated in 1889.

Since that day, growth and change has continued in Merced County.

District and Organization

The Merced Community College District (District) is composed of most of Merced County, Chowchilla Union High School District in
Madera County, Dos Palos Joint Elementary School District in Fresno County, and the Los Banos Unified School District. The District is
governed by a seven-member elected Board of Trustees. The main campus is located on M Street in Merced. The Los Banos Campus is
located on Highway 152 in the City of Los Banos.

The Beginnings of the College District

Merced College is a California public community college operated by
the Merced Community College District, which was formed by a vote
of the people of the Le Grand and Merced Union high school districts
on February 27, 1962. The District became effective for all purposes
on July 1, 1963. The District, which included the eastern half of
Merced County at that time, consisted of the areas served by these
two high school districts. The Board of Trustees consisted of five
elected-at-large members.

In later years, the Board of Trustees was expanded with two
additional trustees, one to specifically represent the Dos Palos/Los
Banos area and one to represent the Chowechilla area. Elections were
also changed from at-large elections to District elections. Thus, the
Board now numbers seven trustees, each elected within a specific
area of the District.

Philosophy

A democratic society functions best when its members are educated and active participants. To encourage this participation, Merced College
provideseducationalopportunities forallwhoqualifyandcanbenefit. Thiseducationinvolveshavingarespectforand awareness of all cultures,
as well as the dignity and worth of all individuals.

Merced College isdedicated tothe pursuit of excellence. Theleadership and educational services provided by the College reflectand enhance the
cultural, economic, and social life of the community and respond to its changing needs and interests. Recognizing that learning is a life-long
process, the College provides preparation for a complex and changing society while maintaining high academic standards. The College also
fostersindividuallearningandcriticalthinkingtoenhanceawarenessoftheinterrelationshipand interdependence of all persons.
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Merced College

History, Mission, Vision, and Value

Vision

Enriching our community through educational experiences and support services:
Degree/Certificate Programs

Transfer

Career Technical Education

Workforce Training

Lifelong Learning

Basic Skills

Community Engagement

Merced College promotes student success through equitable access, continuous quality improvement, and institutional effectiveness, all
with a focus on student achievement.

Mission
At Merced College, students are our focus, and we are known by their success. We transform lives through education and workforce
development.

Core Values
Student Engagement & Support

Merced College prioritizes student access and success. Here are a few ways in which we support our dedication to student access and
success.

Trust & Communication
Merced College promotes an atmosphere of trust where communication and teamwork cultivate an environment rich for teaching and
learning.

Innovation & Technology
Merced College utilizes agility, innovation, technology, and responsible risk-taking to anticipate the needs of the future.

Collaboration
Merced College actively engages with the campus community and community partners to respond to cultural, educational, economic,
and technological needs.

Critical Thinking

Merced College strives for continuous improvement based on data-driven self-reflection, objective assessment, and dialogue to develop
creative solutions for current and future challenges.

Inclusivity
Merced College celebrates the diversity in our community by cultivating an inclusive and equitable college environment. We value the
experiences of our diverse campus community and recognize that our collective identity is strengthened by all our lived experiences.

Well-being & Happiness
Merced College fosters and values an environment supporting student and employee well-being, engagement, and happiness.

Vision, Mission, and Core Values Board Approved 12/13/2022.

The Merced Campus

The Merced Campus is located one mile north of Olive Avenue in
Merced, ontheeastsideof M Street. Originally consisting 0of110 acres
presentedasagifttotheCollegebytheC-H-Mandthe Yosemite Land &
Cattle Companies through the efforts of Merced city officials, the
campus expanded to 269 acres with additional purchases of
adjacent land.

Classes began on September 10, 1963 at a temporary site &
located at the Merced County Fairgrounds. Classes at the
permanent campus began in the summer of 1966. The new
campus was completed in spring 1967 and dedication
ceremonies were held on April 23, 1967.

f‘il""mn'im'nuuuw'm"
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]
The Administration Building, the Science Building, and a L] ; ' == “
temporary libraryfacilitywerethefirstmainbuildingsconstructed. 3 "“
The Student Union was completed in November 1967. Since that
time, facilities were added, including a gymnasium, an automotive

shop,
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Merced College History, Mission, Vision, and Value

agriculture facilities, and technical labs for drafting, engineering, and vocational nursing. The Lesher Library and the Theater were
completed for use in fall 1972.

Over the next 30 years, many facilities were completed or modified to meet current needs. The Child Development Center was completed
in spring 2002, expanding the outer perimeter of the College’s educational facilities northward.

In 2002, voters passed a $53.5 million bond measure for the Merced Campus (Measure H). The following projects have been completed: the
North Loop Road, a campus wide energy retrofit, the Learning Resources Center, the Science Building renovation, the Business Resource
Center, the Lesher Building renovation, Administration Building renovation, Student Union Building renovation, and the Allied Health
Complex Project. In 2012, the Theater was renovated to provide ADA access to the Theater Basement. In 2022, construction was
completed on the new state-of-the-art Agriculture and Industrial Technology Complex on the Merced Campus. The new complex provides
a wide range of career technical education programs in agriculture, including agribusiness, general agriculture, horticulture and
animal science, as well as industrial technology, including HVAC, electronics, and computer networking and programming.

The Los Banos Campus of Merced College

The Los Banos Campus, an educational center 40 miles west of the
Merced campus, serves the people of Los Banos, Dos Palos, and the
surrounding areas. It began as a full-service campus in September
1971 in rented facilities. In 1973, the Los Banos Unified School
District’s voters approved joining the District and the Dos Palos
Joint Elementary School District’s voters approved moving from the
West Hills Community College District to the District in 1978. The
Los Banos Campus was formally approved by the California
Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office as an educational center in
1979.

In 1982, thanks to a donation of 10 acres by Richard Menezes, the
campus moved to a site on Mercey Springs Road with modular
buildings providing educational opportunities and serving as a
cultural and intellectual center for the residents of the Westside of

Merced County.

Thanks to a donation of 125 acres by Larry and Georgeann Anderson and to the passage of a local bond measure, construction of a new
campus began in 2005. The new campus, located on Highway 152 on the western boundary of Los Banos, opened in 2007.

The campus offers a variety of programs for day and evening classes and provides a wide range of academic, vocational, personal, and
noncredit classes, enabling a student to stay in Los Banos and take all the courses necessary for an associate degree and fulfill all the
breadth requirements of four-year state colleges, obtain workforce training, or engage in lifelong learning.

Admission and registration procedures are the same as those for the Merced campus. We have a Welcome Center located in room A-110
to assist you with all the registration steps. For further information, contact the Los Banos Campus at 22240 Highway 152, Los Banos,
CA 93635, or by calling (209) 826-3495.

Off-Campus Programs

In addition to extensive day and evening programs at the Merced and Los Banos campuses, Merced College schedules classes at other
sites throughout the District, including Atwater, Chowchilla, Delhi, Dos Palos, Livingston, and Mariposa. Consult the current Schedule of
Classes for class offerings and locations.
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Merced College

Accreditation

Merced College is fully accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC), under the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), an institutional accrediting body recognized by the Commission on Recognition of
Postsecondary Accreditation and the U.S. Department of Education. Merced College is also approved by the State Department of
Education to train veterans under provisions of the G.I. Bill® of Rights, and by the United States Immigration Service. The College offers
a lower division program consisting of courses parallel to those of four-year colleges and universities, the credits of which are
transferable to all other accredited colleges and universities.

Accrediting Agencies
Merced College and its various academic programs are accredited by the following agencies.

® Automotive Technician: Automotive Service Excellence (ASE) Education Foundation

Committee on Accreditation of Educational Programs for the Emergency Medical Services Professions (COAEMSP)
Diagnostic Medical Sonography: Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

Diagnostic Medical Sonography: Joint Review Committee on Education in Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Diagnostic Radiologic Technology: California Department of Public Health, Radiation Health Branch

Diagnostic Radiologic Technology: Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology

Nursing Assistant: California Department of Public Health

Registered Nursing Program: Board of Registered Nursing

Vocational Nursing Program: Board of Vocational Nursing & Psychiatric Technicians
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Merced College

Institutional Student Learning Outcomes

Communication

Use language and non-verbal modes of expression appropriate to the audience and purpose. (GE Breadth
AreasAand C)
Examples: Students will be able to:

1. Compose coherent written communication appropriate to the audience.

2. Read and analyze written communication appropriate to the subject.

3. Construct and deliver oral communication appropriate to the audience.

4. Comprehend, analyze, and utilize aural and visual communication in its various modes.
5. Design and deliver presentations appropriate to the audience.

Computation

Use mathematical skills and various aspects of technology appropriate to the task. (GE Breadth Areas A
and B)
Examples: Students will be able to:

1. Analyze and apply mathematical concepts to an appropriate task.
2. Appraise various aspects of technology and apply them to an appropriate task.

Cognition

Use critical thinking skills to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate ideas and information. (GE Breadth Areas
A,BandC)
Examples: Students will be able to:

1. Evaluate information and incorporate it into appropriate tasks.

2. Analyze information, develop an opinion, and support it.

3. Examine, create, and/or evaluate materials and objects by using aesthetic criteria.
4. Analyze and solve problems using logical and creative methods.

5. Assess the impact of science and technology on the world.

Global and Community Consciousness and Responsibility

Demonstrate understanding of different cultures and knowledge of historical eras and importance of
community involvement. (GE Breadth Areas D)
Examples: Students will be able to:

1. Distinguish and understand diverse cultures.
2. Evaluate historical knowledge and relate it to current issues.
3. Recognize the impact of local, national, and global involvement.

Personal Development and Life-Long Learning

Demonstrate self-management, maturity, and growth through practices that promote physical, mental,
and emotional well-being. (GE Breadth AreaE)
Examples: Students will be able to:

1. Analyze and apply interpersonal skills.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of life long learning.

3. Relate a healthy lifestyle and wellness to personal choices.

4. Evaluate and adhere to professional and academic ethical standards.

(Adopted, April 3,2007 and reviewed April 2010)
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Merced College

Locations and Contact Information

Merced Main Campus

3600 M Street
Merced, CA 95348
(209) 384-6000

Map of Merced Main Campus

Los Banos Campus

22240 Highway 152
Los Banos, CA 93635
(209) 826-3495

Map of Los Banos Campus

Off-Campus Locations

Business Resource Center (BRC)
630 W 19th Street

Merced, CA 95348

(209) 386-6732

Delhi

Classes are held at Delhi High School (DELH) and the Delhi Center of Merced College (room locations shown with prefix of MC). Delhi
High School is located at 16881 W. Schendel in Delhi and the Delhi Center of Merced College is located at 9384 Merced Avenue. For more
room location information, contact Ana Guillen at (209) 656-2050 ext. 5107 during high school business hours.

Dos Palos

Classes are held at Dos Palos High School (DPHS), located at 1701 E. Blossom; Dos Palos. The class schedule, room numbers and school
map will be posted on the front doors of DPHS. For additional information on DPHS classes, call Lisa Conger at (209) 392-0310 during
high school business hours.

Livingston
Classes are held at Livingston High School; 1617 Main Street; Livingston.

Mariposa
Classes are held at Mariposa High School; 5074 Old Highway North; Mariposa.

Rising Scholars Office/Locations
Merced College Rising Scholars Office

Bizzini Interdisciplinary Academic Center: IAC Building B - Rising Scholars
Travis Hicks — Dean of Rising Scholars (209)-381-6489
Michelle Greenwood - Acting Assistant Director Rising Scholars (209) 384-6399

Central California Women’s Facility (CCWF) - CDCR
Classes are held at Central California Women’s Facility; located at 23370 Road 22, Chowchilla, CA 93610.

Iris Garrett Juvenile Justice Correctional Complex
Classes are held online at Merced College and in person at Iris Garrett Juvenile Justice Correctional Complex; located at 2840 W. Sandy
Mush Rd., Merced, CA 95341.

Valley State Prison
Classes are held at Valley State Prison; located at 21633 Avenue 24, Chowchilla, CA 93610.

United States Penitentiary, Atwater
Classes are held at USP via Webex and in person at Camp in United States Penitentiary; located at 1 Federal Way, Atwater, CA 95301.
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Merced College

Matriculation

Matriculation refers to the services Merced College provides you to enroll and matriculate. Matriculation steps include the application,
orientation, counseling, and advisement (including the abbreviated student education plan and comprehensive student education plan),
and follow up and referral. The intent of these services is to increase your opportunity for success in your academic pursuits. You are
required to become a matriculated student unless you meet the exemption criteria.

Merced College Responsibilities

Merced College provides an orientation to college programs, services, and procedures; a placement process; pre-enrollment
counseling/advising and course selection; a suitable curriculum or program of courses; quality instruction; and continuous follow up
on student progress with referral to support services when needed.

Student Responsibilities

As part of the matriculation steps, students agree to express a broad educational intent at the time of admission; declare a specific
educational objective within a reasonable period of enrollment; complete the Placement Questionnaire or other assessments; confer with
counselors for registration approval and discussion of educational and vocational choices; attend classes (including orientation) and
complete assigned course work; seek out support services as needed; and complete courses and maintain progress toward an educational
goal.

You are a matriculated student if you have completed the orientation, placement process, and have met with a counselor to complete an
abbreviated or comprehensive student education plan.

You are an exempted student if you have an AA/AS or higher degree (and can provide documentation); are enrolling at the college for a
reason other than career development or advancement, transfer, attainment of a degree or certificate of achievement, or completion of a
basic skills or English as a Second Language course sequence; are enrolling at the college solely to take a course that is legally mandated
for employment or necessary in response to a significant change in industry or licensure standards; has enrolled at the college as a
special admit student (K-12).

As an exempted student, you are not required to complete the Placement Questionnaire or other assessments; college orientation; and
confer with counselors for registration approval. However, you may participate in any or all of these services if you choose to do so.

To become a matriculated student, you must complete the following steps. To begin the matriculation process visit our website at Enroll
Today. The steps are listed as follows:

e Apply Online - complete our online application

Complete a Placement Questionnaire - complete online questionnaire
Complete Orientation - complete our in-person or online orientation

Meet with a Counselor - meet with a counselor to plan courses you will take
Register for Classes - register for classes through the Merced College Portal.

Note: Please identify any special needs accommodations required when you make any of the above appointments.

® Complete the Placement Questionnaire. Merced College uses a Placement Questionnaire for course placement in English and
We recommend you refer to your high school transcript to answer the Placement Questionnaire accurately. you can only submit
You can go to the Welcome Center in the Lesher Building, Room 102 (lower level) for assistance with the Placement Questionnaire.
Register for classes based on your priority group date on the Merced College website or at the registration counter in the Lesher
Pay fees, according to the fee payment schedule in place at the time you register, at the Student Fees counter in the Lesher Student
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Merced College

How to enroll as a General Student

To become a student at Merced College you must complete Five Easy Steps:
1. Complete your Application for Admission online through the California Community Colleges website.

2. Complete the Placement Questionnaire which helps ensure students take the right English and math courses, Merced College uses a
Placement Questionnaire (PQ) for course placement in English and Math. Most students will immediately receive placement results
based on their answers to the Placement Questionnaire. The questions you will answer pertain to high school GPA, English and math
courses taken in high school, and grades in those courses.

We recommend you refer to your high school transcript to answer the questions accurately. You can only submit the Placement
Questionnaire once.

How to take the Placement Questionnaire:

Log into the Merced College Portal using your username and password, go to WebAdvisor for students, then Academic Profile,
Open the Placement Questionnaire (PQ)

Answer the questions to the Placement Questionnaire

Check your responses for accuracy (Responses to the Placement Questionnaire will be randomly verified using official
Submit your responses at the end of the Placement Questionnaire by checking the confirmation box and selecting on the

3.  Complete the New Student Orientation online by logging into your student portal to get additional information about
What to expect as a student:

® Academic resources and student support services
® Campus processes, such as registration and placements
e Helpful technology tools, such as Canvas and MC4ME

4. New students should Meet with a Counselor before registering for classes. A counselor will review your Placement Questionnaire
and help you understand where you have placed. A counselor will also help you plan the courses you will take your first semester.
Please provide a copy of your unofficial high school transcript when you meet with a counselor.

5. You can now Register for classes through the Student Portal
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Merced College

How to enroll as a K-12/Dual Enrollment Student

Students in K-12 (Kindergarten through 12 grade in High School) must complete Three
Easy Steps.

1. Complete your Application for Admission online through the California Community Colleges website.
2. Complete the appropriate form:

1. Permit for Special 9-12 Students.
2. Permit for Special K-8 Students.

Students must complete the Special K-12 Permit with his/her K-12 counselor who will help select classes that meet his/her educational
needs. Students are only permitted to register for classes that his/her counselor and administrator approve. Each form needs to be
signed by the K-12 Principal and/or designee and college counselor. Grades 8 and below are required to meet with the appropriate Dean
of Instruction to gain additional approval.
e Parent and student complete the top portion of the form.
o Note: You must have one form for EACH class you wish to enroll in.
e Please forward the completed permit to a Merced College K-12 Counselor at k12counselor@mccd.edu for review and approval.
o Note: K-8 student will additionally need an Instructional Dean’s signature
e Submit the completed electronic form to the Admissions and Records office at k12admissions@mccd.edu to process enrollment

There is limited enrollment in Kinesiology (formerly Physical Education) activity classes for K-12 students. Only 10% of the total class
seats available my be offered to K-12 students. This limit applies to all semesters at Merced College, including summer term.

3. You may now Pay Fees the $46-per-unit registration fee is waived for K-12 students enrolled in 11 units or fewer. K-12 students
choosing to enroll in over 11 units are responsible for all fees for the total number of units enrolled in the given semester. Some courses
may require payment of a material fee (see course description in class schedule). K-12 students are also responsible to purchasing their
own textbooks (optional textbook fee vs book purchase) for their college courses.

® Please note that associated fees are waived for K-12 students taking courses as part of the Career and College Access Pathways

How to enroll as an International Student

Merced College welcomes students from all over the world. There are different attendance requirements for each visa type.
International students are those who are attending college in the US on a F-1 visa.

Merced college is approved by the US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) to issue i-20s, which student can use to apply for
the F-1 visa. An international student must be enrolled in at least 12 units each semester and must maintain the same academic
standards as all students, in order to comply with F-1 visa requirements.

For more information please visit How to Enroll at Merced College for International Students website.
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Merced College

Placement into English and Mathematics

Merced College wants you to be successful in your academic career. That is why we want you placed in the English and Math courses

which will maximize your success.

Assessment tests are not required for placement. Instead, we use your high school GPA and coursework to recommend the courses that

will lead to your success.

Don't have U.S. high school records? If you don't have U.S. high school records, did not complete at least 11th grade in a U.S. high school,
graduated from a non-U.S. high school, or you are an international student you can complete the Guided Self-Placement instead.

Using your high school GPA and coursework, combined with your education goals we place you as the tables indicate below. Your
counselor will assist you in creating a Comprehensive Student Education Plan (CSEP) incorporating your placement and academic goals.

English (Writing and Reading) Placement

HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMANCE
ENGLISH PLACEMENT OPTIONS COREQUISITE SUPPORT
METRIC
HSGPA =2.6 None
ENGL-01A: College Composition and|support Strongly Recommended  (taken
HSGPA <2.6 Reading concurrently)
ENGL-95S: Enhanced English Literacy
Mathematics Placement
Statistics and Liberal Arts Pathways
HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMANCE
MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT OPTIONS COREQUISITE SUPPORT
METRIC
HSGPA =3.0 None
Support Recommended (taken concurrently)
MATH-95S: Statistics Support
PSYC-95S: Statistic Support
MATH-10: Elementary Statistics MATH-95F: Finite Mathematics Support
HSGPA from 2.3 to 2.9 i L X
PSYC-05:Introduction to Statistics in [ MATH-95A: Basic Structure I Support

HSGPA <23

Psychology

MATH-15: Finite Mathematics

MATH-20A: Basic Structure of Mathematics
I

MATH-20B: Basic Structure of Mathematics
I

MATH-22: Mordern Mathematics

MATH-26: College Algebra for Liberal Arts

MATH-95B: Basic Structure II Support
MATH-95M: Modern Mathematics Support
MATH-95C: College Algebra Support

Support Strongly Recommended (taken
concurrently)

MATH-95S: Statistics Support

PSYC-95S: Statistic Support

MATH-95F: Finite Mathematics Support
MATH-95A: Basic Structure I Support

MATH-95B: Basic Structure II Support

MATH-95M: Modern Mathematics Support

MATH-95C: College Algebra Support

BSTEM Pathways (Business, Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
Courses above 1st level transfer, like MATH-02 and MATH-04A, do have additional prerequisites. Integrated 3 must be taken to receive
placement into MATH-02 and Precalculus is required for MATH-04A.
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Merced College

Placement into English and Mathematics

HSGPA =2.6

or

Precalculus

MATH-95P: Precalculus Support

MATHEMATICS ADDITIONAL
HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMANCE METRIC COREQUISITE SUPPORT
PLACEMENT OPTIONS PREREQUISITES
MATH-04A: Calculus I None Precalculus is required
MATH-02: Precalculus
HSGPA =34 Integrated 3 or
MATH-02H:Honors | None
or trigonometry is required
HSGPA = 2.6 and currently enrolled in Precalculus
high school calculus MATH-25: Trigonometry
M ATH - 03 :Business | None None
Calculus
MATH-02: Precalculus Support Recommended (taken
Integrated 3 or
MATH- 02H: Honors | concurrently)

trigonometry is required

Support Strongly Recommended

no Precalculus

MATH-25: Trigonometry
M ATH - 03 :Business

Calculus

(taken concurrently)
MATH-95T: Trigonometry Support
MATH-95Z: Business Calculus

Support

currently enrolled in high school | MATH-25: Trigonometry | (taken concurrently)
Precalculus M ATH - 0 3 :Business | MATH-95T: Trigonometry Support None
Calculus MATH-95Z: Business Calculus
Support
MATH-02: Precalculus Support Recommended (taken
Integrated 3 or
MATH- 02H: Honors | concurrently)
trigonometry is required
Precalculu MATH-95P: Precalculus Support
HSGPA <2.6
and Support Strongly Recommended

None

All of these rules assume completion of at least algebra 2 or integrated 2 in high school. It is strongly recommended that students
without algebra 2 level work take co-requisite support.

English as a Second Language (ESL) Placement
Which English as a Second Language Class should I take?

GUIDED SELF

PLACEMENT

ESL/ENGLISH PLACEMENT OPTIONS

COREQUISITE SUPPORT

Self-Assessment
Speakers

ESL-84E:Foundations in Academic Literacy II for Non-Native

Self-Assessment

ESL-40: Foundations in Academic Literacy I for Non-Native Speakers

Self-Assessment

ENGL-01A: College Composition and Reading

ENGL-95S:

Literacy

Based on Self-Placement

Enhanced English
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Merced College

Online Learning
Mode of Delivery

In Person: Meets face-to-face on specific dates and times.
Online: Course is delivered through Canvas via internet.

Hybrid: Meets in person and online.

Online Courses

Merced College offers some courses in an online and/or hybrid format as an alternative to in person classes. Online classes require no
on-campus sessions, where hybrid courses require one or more in person meetings. Specific details vary per semester. Students are
advised to refer to the class schedule for these courses. The content and outcomes of the classes are the same as those taught in person.
It is the flexibility of time and convenience that appeals to online students.

Online courses require a self-disciplined student. Courses require frequent participation through online communication with the
professor and other students. These courses are best suited for those students who are self-motivated and do not procrastinate. The
ability to manage time and take responsibility for deadlines is critical to success.

The student enrolled in an online class should have a solid understanding of Internet browsers, using file attachments, and word
processing programs. They should also be good problem solvers who are not intimidated by technology.

Online students must have consistent access to the Internet. If necessary, students may gain access to the Internet and Merced College
online courses via the Downey Learning Resource Center during posted hours. Certain classes have specific software requirements that
may or may not include extra fees. Check the website and class schedule for more information.

Merced College Online

Ready to take the next step toward your career and educational goals? Looking for a program that is fully online and meets your
schedule? Merced College Online enables you to earn your degree taking accelerated courses with clear pathways with pre-selected
courses.

Looking to Advance your Career and Want Flexibility?

Merced College Online is an innovative, fully online degree program designed to support working adults and students searching for a
great experience. Merced College Online offers multiple short session courses within the 18 week semester. Upon completing the
program, Merced College Online students will earn a transferable associate degree in one of four disciplines: Administration of Justice,
Business Administration, Early Childhood Education, or Psychology.

Designed with Your Success in Mind

Merced College Online is designed to be completed as part of cohort. Students complete their programs with the same group of students,
working to attain the same degree and building a sense of community and support along the way. Students will develop advanced skills
that will benefit them in the workforce, and form lasting relationships vital for networking.

Student success is at the forefront of our mission. Merced College Online provides built-in student support services to ensure students
receive and have access to systems that increase their success outcomes. From start to finish, students will have the support of a
dedicated specialist to ensure ease of navigation of enrollment, financial aid, and support with academics and technology. Merced
College Online offers the flexibility and opportunity to accomplish your endeavors and take the next steps toward your future.

Tuition for Merced College Online
Tuition for students may be free for first-time, full-time students. Generous financial aid packages are available to those who qualify.

Enroll Now for Fall 2023

The next cohort begins at the Fall 2023 semester, which begins in August. Enroll now and take the next step toward achieving your
career and educational goals.

Choose from four programs:

® Administration of Justice
® Business Administration
e Early Childhood Education
e Psychology

To learn more, complete and submit an interest form today.
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Merced College

Classification of Students

While the minimum full-time program that will qualify a student for graduation in two years is 15 units each semester, the following
classifications have been established:

CLASSIFICAITON OF STUDENTS

Freshman Fewer than 30 units completed

Sophomore 30 or more units completed

FALL AND SPRING SEMESTERS

Full-time student Registered for 12 or more units
Part-time student Registered for 6-11 units

Less than half time Registered for less than 6 units
SUMMER SESSION

Full-time student Registered for 6 or more units
Part-time student Registered for less than 6 units
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L] L] L] o
Minimum and Maximum Unit Load
Students should plan to enroll in 15 units of course work each semester to earn a degree or certificate in a timely manner.

Those wishing to enroll for more than 19 units in a regular semester or 10 units in a summer session must have completed a college
term of at least 15 units with a minimum 3.5 GPA. A request for excess units must be approved by the Dean of Student Services.

To qualify for one of the categories listed below, students must carry a minimum course load in a fall or spring semester as follows:

e Full-time Student: 12 units per semester.

International Student: 12 units per semester.

Work-Study Student: 12 units per semester.

Social Security, California State Disability, and P.L. 674 Students: 12 units per semester.

Military Benefits: Full-time (12 units per semester); three-quarter time (9 units) half-time (6 units).
Student Body Officer: 12 units per semester.

Varsity Athlete: 12 units, and P.E. if required.

Cooperative Education: Total of 7 units per semester.

There is a Limit on Non Degree-Applicable Basic Skills Courses

Students are limited to a total of 30 units in non degree-applicable basic skills courses (i.e., courses that are not college-level). Students
who have completed a total of 26 units of non degree-applicable basic skills course work, excluding ESL courses, must apply for a waiver
of the 30-unit limitation to continue in remedial course work. Petitions and procedures are available at the Admissions and Records
office.

Student Progress Monitoring

Merced College monitors the academic progress of its students and communicates this information to enrolled
students. Students who fail to make satisfactory progress (2.0 GPA) each term, are placed on probation, as are
students who have withdrawn from more than 50 percent of the courses in which they have enrolled. Students on
probation may have additional restrictions placed on them.
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Probation & Dismissal

Academic Probation

Students will be notified of having been placed on academic probation if they have attempted at least 12 units and earned a grade point
average below 2.0 based on all units recorded on their permanent record. A student’s probation status is not affected by a break in
attendance.

Students will be removed from academic probation when their cumulative GPA is 2.0 or higher.

Students on academic probation will be subject to dismissal from the College if they've earned a cumulative grade point average of less
than 1.75 in all units attempted in each of three consecutive semesters.

Although units accumulated during a summer session are used in the GPA calculation, the probation status changes only at the end of a
regular semester when grades are recorded.

Please note, academic probation can impact registration priority and financial aid. Please see a counselor for additional information.

For specific information regarding the impact of academic probation see Administrative Procedures 4250 and Administrative
Procedures 4255.

Progress Probation

Students will be placed on progress probation if they've enrolled in at least 12 units and the entries on their permanent record of “W,”
“I,” and/or “NP” reach 50 percent of the cumulative units or more. The probation status is not affected by a break in attendance.
Students will be removed from progress probation when the percentage of units graded as “W,” “I,” and “NP” drops below 50 percent in
this category.

Students placed on progress probation will be subject to dismissal from the College if the entries on their permanent record of “W,” “I,”
and/or “NP” reach 50 percent of the cumulative units or more for three consecutive semesters.

Although units accumulated during a summer session are used in the GPA calculation, the probation status changes only at the end of a
regular semester when grades are recorded.

For specific information regarding the impact of progress probation see Administrative Procedures 4250 and Administrative Procedures
4255.

Dismissal Notification
Students who have been dismissed from the college will be notified by e-mail.

Probation and Dismissal Appeal

A student may appeal probation or dismissal provided that unusual and verifiable circumstances occurred that were strongly
instrumental in leading to the probationary or dismissal status. Reasons for appeal might include: 1) one’s health; 2) an emergency in
one’s family; or 3) an extreme change in financial situation which did not allow the student to continue your education. Other reasons
not listed above may also be considered.

Administrative Procedure 5530 also provides information about how to contact other organizations, such as the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges, if a student wishes to file a complaint.

Grievance Process

Merced College supports students’ right to grieve or appeal any official action or incident which, in their judgment, is unfair or prevents
them from obtaining equal educational opportunities. Administrative Procedure 5530 provides information about conditions under
which students may grieve and the process to be followed.

In cases of action, such as dismissal from a class, program, or the College, students can initiate an appeal according to a specific appeal
channel. If a student wishes to exercise the right to appeal an action taken against them by a College official, the student should contact
the Dean of Students regarding the proper procedure to be followed.

In cases of incidents such as alleged discrimination or harassment, students can initiate a grievance. To exercise the right to grieve such
an incident, students should contact the College’s Equal Employment Officer regarding the proper procedure to be followed.

All complaints should attempt to be resolved at the local level. Agencies overseeing Merced College include the agencies listed below. The
California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office has complaint procedures listed on their homepage. The address is 1102 Q St., Suite
4554, Sacramento, CA 95811.

Students who believe that Merced College is in violation of any of the accreditation standards may contact the Accrediting Commission
for Community and Junior Colleges, located at 10 Commercial Blvd., Suite 204, Novato, CA 94949 or by e-mail at accjc@accjc.org. The
telephone number is (415) 506-0234.

For issues related to sex, race, disability, or age discrimination contact maybe made with the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of
Education, 50 Beale Street, Suite 7200, San Francisco, CA 94015. Telephone numbers are: (415) 486-5555 (voice) or (415) 227-8124 (TTY).

Student Right to Appeal

When a student's petition is denied by the Academic Exceptions Committee, the student has the right to appeal to the
Dean of Students Services. AN appointment is required by calling (209) 384-6314.
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Merced College

Auditing a Course

Students can audit a course only if there is space available in the class and with the instructor’s permission. Any prerequisites
established for the course must be met. Students wishing to audit a course may obtain the Audit request form from Admissions and
Records. A person may audit a class one time (Board Policy 4070 and Administrative Procedure 4070).

Students can register to audit a fall or spring full-term course after the first week of instruction, or for a short-term or summer session
course after the second class meeting. A per-unit fee for auditing is charged unless a student is enrolled in at least 10 units at the time of
applying to audit a class. Students who are already enrolled in at least 10 units may audit up to three units free of charge. The audit fee
is non-refundable.

Once enrolled as an auditor of a course, a student may not enroll in that course for credit during the same semester, and may audit a
course only once. An audited course will not be posted on one’s permanent academic record; however, as an auditor, students will be
expected to attend regularly and may participate in class activities, take examinations, and write papers with the instructor’s consent.

If a student is enrolled only as an audit student, they will have restricted use of some College facilities and services. Although use of the
library is permitted, audit students may not check out library materials, have access to the library’s periodicals or any instructor
materials placed on reserve. There will be restricted use of Student Health Services and there will be no access to the College’s
Employment Referral Service.
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Merced College

Residency & Tuition

Establishing California Residency to avoid paying non-resident tuition, you must have resided in California for at least one year and one
day prior to the opening date of the semester or summer session in which you are enrolling. You must also have satisfied at least three
acts of intent prior to the one year and one day waiting period. These acts may include, but are not limited to, obtaining a California
driver's license, registering a motor vehicle in California, registering to vote in California, owning California property, or having one's
belongings in California. You must also show evidence that California income taxes have been or are being paid (unless you are on public
support). The burden of proof to establish residency lies with the student. A complete explanation of California residency laws and
regulations may be obtained in the office of Admissions and Records.

If you do not qualify for California residency, you must pay non-resident tuition.

To Be Reclassified as a Resident

Upon completion of the one year and one day requirement and being previously classified as a non-resident, students may obtain the
forms from the Office of Admissions and Records for reclassification as a California resident. Reclassification has the additional
requirement of financial independence from parents if they are non-California residents.

Military Waiver of Non-Resident Tuition

Members of the U.S. armed forces on active duty in the State of California (and have not been assigned to California for educational
purposes) are exempt from non-resident tuition. They must be on active duty at the time they are admitted to the College to qualify for
this waiver. Upon separating from the military, the student will be required to provide evidence of intent to establish residency in
California at least one year prior to the admittance date. For eligibility for non-resident tuition exemption, contact Admissions and
Records. Dependents of non-resident military personnel are entitled to an exemption from non-resident tuition until they have
established residency as stated in "Establishing California Residency" above. Complete the Military Petition for California Residency
Reclassification and submit it to Admissions and Records along with supporting document(s).

Nonresident Tuition Exemption Request (AB 540)

Students who have attended a California high school for a minimum of three years AND received a California high school diploma or its
equivalent (such as a GED), may be exempt from paying non-resident tuition. If you are qualified, complete and submit the AB540
Affidavit, along with proof of eligibility to the Admissions and Records Office.

Education Code section 68075.6 grants an immediate nonresident tuition fee exemption to eligible Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) holders
and refugee students who settled in California upon entering the United States. This exemption is granted for one year from the date the
student settled in California upon entering the United States.

® Iraqi citizens or nationals (and their spouses and children) who were employed by or on behalf of the United States Government in
e Afghan and Iraqi translators (and their spouses and children) who worked directly with the United States Armed Forces (Pub.L.
e Afghanistan nationals who were employed by or on behalf of the U.S. Government or in the International Security Assistance
e Refugee students admitted to the United States under Section 1157 of Title 8 of the United States Code.

Submit AB540 Affidavit along with proof of eligibility to the Admissions and Records office.

International Students
It is the philosophy of Merced College to encourage the attendance of international students to enrich and broaden the educational
experiences of all students. With this philosophy as a basis, the Merced College International Student Policies encompass the following
guidelines:
® A maximum number of international students equal to 5 percent of the previous year’s full-time equivalent enrollment may be
e Discretion is used in selecting applicants to ensure that there is a balance of international students from various countries of the
e International student eligibility is based on meeting the application requirements and English language proficiency (TOEFL 450)
® Upon acceptance to the International Student Program, a student is issued an I-20 immigration form that enables the student to

To apply for admission under the International Student Program, write to the Program Assistant requesting an application (there is an
application fee). Once admitted to Merced College as an international student, nonresident tuition plus state enrollment fees must be
paid. Financial aid is NOT available to international students. By the census date of each class fees are due in full or a payment plan must
be set up. Fees must be paid in U.S. currency.
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Merced College

Attendance
Attendance Policy

Regular attendance and consistent study are the two factors which contribute most to success in college work. College students are
expected to attend all sessions of the classes in which they are enrolled. Failure to attend class can result in a lower grade or in being
dismissed from a class.

Priority in a class is established at the time of class registration. Registering for and failing to attend the first class meeting will forfeit
any priority in that class and students may be dropped from the roll in order to accommodate other students wishing to register in the
class.

If, in the opinion of the instructor, a student’s absences in a specific class would prevent the successful completion of the course
requirements, the student may be dropped from the class. In the event of extenuating circumstances such as a verified illness, accident
or conditions beyond your control, the instructor may allow the student to continue under special arrangement.

Withdrawal

Withdrawal from a course or courses shall be authorized through the last day of the 14th week of instruction (or 75 percent of a term,
whichever is less). The academic record of a student who remains in a course beyond the time allowed by district policy must reflect a
symbol as authorized other than a “W.” No notation (“W” or other) shall be made on the academic record of the student who withdraws
during the first four weeks or 30 percent of a term, whichever is less.

Students may attempt a course a maximum of 3 times including withdrawals where a "W" symbol is recorded.

Students have the right to file a petition if they believe they either should or should not receive a “W” or wish to enroll in a course where
they have exceeded the maximum number of “W”s due to extenuating circumstances. Students may petition for Excused Withdrawal
(EW) for the following circumstances:

1. Medical emergency (including accident, serious illness, non-elective surgery for self or immediate family)

2. Personal emergency or hardship situation (such as loss of job or job transfer, family or child-care dependency crisis, and death of
3. Incarcerated student who is released from custody or involuntarily transferred before the end of the term

4. Immigration action against the student

Academic Renewal

If a student receives a sub-standard grade (“D” or “F”) the student can petition to disregard this course for purposes of calculating GPA.
(Title 5 Sections 55044 and 55046) Students may petition to have their academic record reviewed for academic renewal of substandard
academic performance under the following conditions:

® Students must have achieved a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 since the term in which the substandard grade(s) to be
® At least oneregular semester must have elapsed from the time the course work to be removed was completed.

Up to 24 units of course work may be eliminated from consideration in the cumulative grade point average.

When academic renewal procedures permit previously recorded substandard coursework to be disregarded in the computation of a
student’s grade point average, the student’s permanent academic record should contain an accurate record of all coursework to ensure a
complete academic history. Academic renewal procedures may not conflict with the District’s obligation to retain and destroy records or
with the instructor’s ability to determine a student’s final grade.

The Dean of Student Services or Academic Exceptions Committee designee must approve the Academic Renewal Petition.

Reversal of Academic Renewal actions may occur if the College finds there are documented extenuating circumstances. A petition must
be submitted along with documentation supporting the extenuating circumstances to the Dean of Student Services for a final decision.
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Grading

Grade Scale

In a course of instruction for which grades are awarded, the instructor of the course will determine the grade assigned using the
following grade scale:

GRADE
SYMBOL DEFINITION POINTS
A Excellent 4
B Good 3
C Satisfactory 2
D Passing, less than satisfactory 1
F Failing 0
FW Failing, stopped attending 0
P Pass - performance equivalent to a grade of “C” or better N/A
NP No Pass - performance equivalent to a grade of “D” or “F” N/A
I Incomplete academic work for justifiable reasons at the end of a term N/A
w Withdrawal from the class and/or College N/A
EW Excused Withdrawal for Extenuating Circumstances N/A
P In Progress - a class was extended beyond the normal end of the academic term and assignment of a | N/A
substantive grade must await completion of the class
RD Report Delayed - a temporary notation recorded when there is a delay in reporting a grade N/A
The non-evaluative grading symbols above (marked as “N/A” - not applicable) are not used in the calculation of GPA

(grade point average).

Assigning and Removing a Grade of Incomplete

Awrittenrecord containing the conditions for removal of the “I” is tobe completed by the instructor at the time that grades are submitted to the
Admissions and Records office. If conditions for removal are not completed after one year, the grade to be assigned must be part of this record.
A copy of the written record will be given to the student and one will be filed with Admissions and Records.

The required work will be evaluated and a final grade will be assigned if the student meets the conditions within the one year allowed.
Students may petition for a time extension due to unusual circumstances.

Taking Courses on a Pass/No-Pass Basis

Students are allowed to earn a maximum of 12 units attempted on a pass/no-pass basis. There are certain courses in which all students are
evaluated on a pass/no pass basis only. These courses are specified in the course description in this catalog. All courses other than those
included in the category above are available for the pass/no-pass option; however, courses specifically required for one’s degree or
certificate should not be taken with this option.

Units earned on a “P/NP” basis are not used in the calculation of the GPA.; *however, when receiving an "NP," the units for that
course will be counted as units attempted and considered in probation and dismissal procedures.(EXEC ORDER 2022-21
suspends the NP consideration in Probation and Dismissal procedures through the end of the 2022 calendar year.) One may
repeat a course in which an “NP” was received. (The repeated course will not be counted as units attempted.)

Students selecting the pass/no-pass option and later wishing to receive the letter grade which was filed with the Registrar must submit the
grade request form no later than one regular semester following the semester in which the “P” was received. Course units converted from
pass/no-pass to a letter grade will not be counted in the 12 allowable pass/no-pass units, but will be used in the calculation of the GPA.
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Grading

Grade Changes

The instructor of the course shall determine the grade to be awarded to each student. The determination of the student’s grade by the
instructorisfinalin the absence of mistake, fraud, bad faith, orincompetence. The removal of anincorrect grade from a student’s record shall
only be done upon authorization by the instructor of the course, with the following two exceptions: 1) If the instructor is no longer
employed by the Districtand compelling evidence isavailable that there was asimple errorin the grade submitted, the Vice

President of Student Personnel OR Vice President of Instruction may change the grade; 2) If mistake, fraud, bad faith, or incompetence
are present, the final determination concerning removal or change of grade will be made by the Board of Trustees based on the
recommendation of the Superintendent/President. Administrative Procedure 4231: Grade Changes.
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Merced College

Course Repetition and Repeatability

Course Repetition for Grade Improvement

In an effort to alleviate substandard academic work, a student may repeat courses in which they have received sub-standard grades of
“D”, “F”, “FW”, “NP” or “NC” by re-enrolling in the course(s). Students may repeat courses in this way for a total of three attempts. A
withdrawal that results in a “W” on the transcript counts as one attempt to improve a grade. One additional attempt may be allowed if
the College finds there are documented extenuating circumstances which justify another repetition. A petition must be submitted along
with documentation supporting the circumstances relating specifically to the dates of the last attempt. Extenuating circumstances are
verified cases of accidents, illness or other issues beyond the control of the student.

Course Repetition When the Student Has Earned a Passing Grade

Students may take a course once and then repeat it as many times as is stated in the course description in the catalog. After receiving a
grade for a course, subsequent enrollments in that course that result in a withdrawal with a “W” count as a repetition attempt.

For courses that are not repeatable in which a student has received a satisfactory grade, i.e, “A”, “B”, “C”, “CR”, or “P” may not be
repeated unless the Academic Exceptions Committee approves a Petition which:

1. Demonstrates a significant length of time has elapsed since the course was taken (five or more years), or for other substantial
2. Demonstrates that repetition is necessary for a student to meet a legally mandated training requirement as a condition of

After repeating a course the following changes will appear:

e If the grade received in the original course was sub-standard, an “R” will appear in the notes column to the right of the original
e If the grade received in the original course was satisfactory, both the grade received in the approved repeated course and the

Repeatable Courses

Courses taken where a grade of "C" or better was earned cannot be repeated. There are, however, certain specialized courses that are
designated as "repeatable” and are listed as such in the course description. These include:

® Courses for which repetition is necessary to meet the major requirements of CSU or UC for completion of a bachelor's degree.

e Intercollegiate athletics and their related conditioning courses may be repeated to meet requirements for California Community
® Intercollegiate academic or vocational competition courses with the primary purpose to prepare students for competition.

® Work Experience courses, which can be taken again when there is new or expanded learning on the job for a maximum of six (6) to

Limitations on Active Participatory Courses

The Board of Governors have changed the regulations for course repetition. The changes were made first and foremost to limit the
number of times a student can enroll in the same or similar courses in physical education, visual and performing arts. In addition,
changes were made to clarify the limited circumstances under which a student could enroll more than once in the same course. The
regulations set upper limits on the number of times and circumstances in which a district may permit a student to enroll in the same
credit course.

Active Participatory Courses in Physical Education, Visual and Performing Arts

Title 5 sections 55000, 55040, and 55041, now identifies and limit the number of times a student can enroll in active participatory courses
in physical education, visual and performing arts that are related in content. A course related in content includes any course with
similar primary education activities in which skill levels or variations are separated into distinct courses with different student
learning outcomes for each level or variation. Students are limited to four semester or six quarter enrollments in all levels and/or
variation. ALL GRADES COUNT, INCLUDING "D", "F", "W", "FW", or "NP".

Current list of Courses Related in Content, for the official list of current and inactive courses please contact Admission and Records
Office (LES Building, 2nd floor).
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Merced College

Courses Related in Content

The Board of Governors have changed the regulations for course repetition. The changes were made first and foremost to limit the
number of times a student can enroll in the same or similar courses in physical education, visual and performing arts. In addition,
changes were made to clarify the limited circumstances under which a student could enroll more than once in the same course. The
regulations set upper limits on the number of times and circumstances in which a district may permit a student to enroll in the same
credit course.

Active Participatory Courses in Physical Education, Visual and Performing Arts

Title 5 sections 55000, 55040, and 55041, now identifies and limit the number of times a student can enroll in active participatory courses
in physical education, visual and performing arts that are related in content. A course related in content includes any course with
similar primary education activities in which skill levels or variations are separated into distinct courses with different student
learning outcomes for each level or variation. Students are limited to four semester or six quarter enrollments in all levels and/or
variation. ALL GRADES COUNT, INCLUDING F, W, FW, or NP.

The following is the list of courses that are approved by the committee as Courses Related in Content:

* Course is currently approved to be repeated. Please read course description for the limited number of repeats allowed.

See Admission and Records (LESH Building, 2nd floor) for the full list of inactive courses.

ART, FINE
3-D Foundations ART-12A, ART-12B, ART-17A, ART-17B
Painting & 2-D Foundations ART-15, ART-23A, ART-23B, ART-29A, ART-29B, ART-31
Drawing ART-20A, ART-20B, ART-24A, ART-24B, ART-26A, ART-26B
ART, DIGITAL
Photoshop ARTD-40A, ARTD-40B
Graphic Design ARTD-41A, ARTD-41B, ARTD-42A, ARTD-42B, ARTD-45A, ARTD-45B, ARTD-47
KINESIOLOGY
Team Sports KINE-12A, KINE-12B, KINE-13, KINE-14, KINE-15, KINE-16, KINE-17, KINE-19
Aquatics KINE-20, KINE-23, KINE-24A, KINE-24B, KINE-24C
Life Fitness KINE-30, KINE-31, KINE-32, KINE-33, KINE-34, KINE-35, KINE-36
Individual or Dual Sports KINE-41, KINE-42
MUSIC
Applied Music MUSA-20*
Music Technique MUSA-21A, MUSA-21B, MUSA-25A, MUSA-25B, MUSA-27A, MUSA-27B
Large Music Ensemble MUSE-41*, MUSE-44*
Small Music Ensemble MUSE-42*, MUSE-43*, MUSE-45*
PHOTOGRAPHY
Fundamentals of Photography PHOT-104A, PHOT-10B, PHOT-11A
Professional Photography PHOT-35, PHOT-36
THEATRE ARTS
Theatre Production THTR-20, THTR-21
Acting THTR-10, THTR-11, THTR-50
Theatre Design & Technology THTR-30, THTR-31
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Merced College

Credit From Other Institutions

A maximum of 30 credits may be earned from the combined use of Military Experience, Advanced Placement, C.L.E.P., Credit by
Examination, and International Baccalaureate.

Students Transferring From Another College

Official transcripts must be submitted in an official, sealed envelope from the other institution or received through an approved
electronic service to the Admissions and Records office for evaluation of equivalent coursework. These may be submitted via mail or in
person. Only lower division credit will be accepted provided the institution offering the courses accepts them towards its own degree.
Institutions must be listed as being fully accredited by one of the regional institutional accrediting organizations that are recognized by
the United States Department of Education. Transcripts submitted to Merced College become the property of Merced College and cannot
be returned or forwarded to another institution.

International Transcripts

Merced College does not evaluate international transcripts until they are evaluated by ERES-Educational Records Evaluation Service- an
international transcript evaluation service recommended by Merced College. ERES order forms are available in the Admissions office or
online at www.eres.com. Students should indicate on their ERES order that they would like a "Course Listing." The cost of ERES
evaluation is the responsibility of the student.

The Admissions office will only consider lower division courses recommended by the ERES service. Course descriptions in the native
language, catalog information, or relevant syllabus must be provided by the student for courses that they would like reviewed and
submitted to the Admissions office. Discipline faculty will review and provide a report to the Admissions office when their analysis of
coursework is complete. This may take 60-90 days. All evaluated coursework will be scanned to the students' record and be available for
review and course planning with their counselor.

International transcripts do not have the California Course identification Numbering System (C-ID) or general breadth articulation with
the CSU/UC. Students wishing to use these courses to fulfill an ADT-Associate Degree for Transfer- should follow the Course
Substitution procedure and file a general petition for general breadth exceptions or a course substitution for exception to the major core
requirement Board Policy 4227 and Administrative Procedure 4227.
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Merced College

Credit for Prior Learning

Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) may be earned for eligible courses approved by the District for students who satisfactorily pass an
authorized assessment. Authorized assessments may include the evaluation of approved external standardized examinations, military
service/training, examination from within the District, the evaluation of industry recognized credentials, and student-created
portfolios. A maximum of 30 credits may be earned at Merced College from CPL.

Credits earned from CPL may not count toward a Merced College degree major. Students must meet with a counselor for specific
information regarding CPL and the petition process. Details may be found by consulting Board Policy 4235 and Administrative Procedure
4235. For additional information or questions, please contact the CPL Coordinator at cpl@meccd.edu.

Students may demonstrate proficiency in a course eligible for CPL and receive college credit through the approved alternative methods
for awarding credit listed below:

e Achievement of a satisfactory score on an Advanced Placement (AP) examination

Achievement of a satisfactory score on a high-level International Baccalaureate (IB) examination

Achievement of a satisfactory score on the College Level Examination Program (CLEP)

Achievement of Military Training/Experience

Evaluation of Joint Service Transcripts (JST)

Satisfactory completion of an institutional examination, known as Internal Credit by Examination (ICE), approved annually by
Evaluation of industry recognized credential documentation

Evaluation of student-created portfolios

Determination of Eligibility for Credit for Prior Learning
® Thestudent must be in good standing and enrolled at Merced College
® The course is listed in the current Merced College Catalog
® Thestudent is not currently enrolled in the course to be challenged

Credits acquired by CPL are not applicable to meeting of such unit load requirements as Selective Service deferment, Veterans, or Social
Security benefits. Credits acquired by CPL shall not be counted in determining the 12 semester hours of credit in residence required for
an Associate degree. Students will pay a CPL exam fee for Internal Credit by Exam or Evaluation of Industry Certification or Portfolio
equal to the enrollment fee required if registering for the course they are challenging. Exams/reviews must be taken within the first six
weeks of a regular semester and the first four weeks of summer semester. The student’s academic record shall be clearly annotated to
reflect that credit was earned by assessment of prior learning.

Advanced Placement (AP)

Merced College participates in the Advanced Placement (AP) Program offered by the College Board. A score of 3, 4, or 5, is required,
depending upon the specific exam. Not all AP examinations are identified for credit.

Review the AP Credit Chart to see how Merced College grants credit for AP exams.

International Baccalaureate (IB

Merced College participates in the International Baccalaureate (IB) offered by the American Council on Education (ACE). Students may
only receive credit towards the Merced College associate degree general education requirements. IB general education subject area
applicability exists systemwide for students completing CSU GE Breadth or IGETC Breadth patterns.

Review the IB Credit Chart to see how Merced College grants credit for IB exams.

College Level Examination Program (CLEP

Merced College will award credit under the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) in accordance with the standards adopted by the
California State University System. Credit for Subject Matter exams is based on the scores recommended by the American Council on
Education (ACE). The number of units of credit granted varies.

Review the CLEP Credit Chart to see how Merced College grants credit for CLEP exams.

Military Training/Experience

After earning 12 units of credit in residence at Merced College, and at their request, military veterans will be awarded up to 15 units of
credit for military training and experience. These units will be recorded on the student’s Merced College transcript. This award will be
based upon the American Council of Education’s (ACE) recommendations found on the individual’s ACE Registry Transcript. The basis
for awarding credit for military training and/or experience is as follows:

Basic Training:
Veterans may earn up to five credits from MC College Breadth Area E (Lifelong Understanding and Self- Development) comprised of three
credits from E1 Integrated Organism and two credits from E2 Activity.
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Merced College Credit for Prior Learning

Other Military Training/Experience:

Merced College will grant a maximum of 10 units of general elective credit.
Community College of the Air Force transcripts will be evaluated in the same manner as described in Students Transferring from
Another College and will not be subject to the above unit limitations and residency requirements.

Military Service/Joint Service Transcripts (JST)
Students interested in CPL using military transcript(s) shall receive credit as recommended by the appropriate Area Dean or faculty
designee.

e The student shall complete the Credit for Prior Learning Petition Form
® The student submits the appropriate military transcript to the Records Office
® Area Dean or faculty designee review the ACE ID for assessment of prior learning

For additional information or questions, please contact the Veterans Resource Center at VRC@mccd.edu or (209) 384-6161.

Internal Credit by Examination (ICE)

Students interested in CPL using credit by exam shall receive credit as recommended by the appropriate Area Dean or faculty designee.
This option is available to students during the first six weeks of each regular semester and the first four weeks of a summer term.

Students must be registered in at least one course at Merced College during the semester they want to attempt Internal Credit by
Students may be asked to supply a high school and/or other college transcript when applying for a Credit by Examination.

The student shall complete the Credit for Prior Learning Petition Form.

The student meets with the Area Dean or faculty designee to receive further instructions for credit by exam.

Credit by Examination is not allowed for courses previously taken in an institution of higher education and for which any grade
Credit by Examination is not allowed for courses that are considered pre-collegiate.

Although the University of California and the California State University systems accept, with certain limitations, appropriate

The number and type of courses available for Internal Credit by Examination at Merced College may be limited and are identified
annually by the faculty.

Review the ICE Course List to see which courses Merced College grants credit for ICE.

Industry Recognized Credentials

Students interested in CPL using industry recognized credential(s) shall receive credit as recommended by the appropriate Area Dean or
faculty designee.

e The student shall complete the Credit for Prior Learning Petition Form
e The student submits the required industry recognized credential documents through the Credit for Prior Learning Petition Form

Review the Industry Recognized Course List to see which courses Merced College grants credit for Industry Recognized Credentials.

Student-Created Portfolio Assessment

Students interested in CPL using a student-created portfolio shall receive credit as recommended by the appropriate Area Dean or faculty
designee.

A department approved portfolio assessment rubric for the course is on file

e The student shall complete the Credit for Prior Learning Petition Form
e The student meets with the Area Dean or faculty designee to receive further instructions for student-created portfolio
e The student submits all portfolio docu